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Latest market data figures were released by the Department of Workforce
Development for February 2019 and reflect changes since December 2018.

Unemployment Rate rose to 5.5%

L abor Force increased by 1,290

Employment increased by 868

Local Government Educational

Largest Gain Services +1,200 jobs

Retail

Largest Decline .
-600 jobs

NWI Labor Force Size Unemployment Rate 2017-2019
Indiana vs. NWI

5.0% S
4.0% . -

s /\__——/__\_/—\/_'/_
2.0%

1.0%

) Fek Mar  Apr flay  June July Ai pt N
15 16 emm— — (018 1 e | 1] NWI
Feb 2019 Jan 2019 Dec 2018 Feb 2018 Change
Month Year
Lahor Force 411,533 410,243 407,285 404,480 1.290 7,053
Employecl 388.822 387.954 388,122 383.112 868 5,710
Unemployed 22,711 22,289 19,163 21,368 422 1,343

The latest data for Northwest Indiana (February 2019) shows that our region has continued to grow its workforce. The Northwest
Indiana labor force has grown by 1,290 since January, and over 7,000, or 2 percent, since the same time one year ago.

Digging deeper into these numbers brings even more good news for the region. The increases in employment account for the vast
majority of the changes in the month-over-month and year-over-year labor force changes, representing 67 percent and 81 percent
respectively. This means that many of Northwest Indiana’s new labor market entrants are finding work.

Looking more closely at industry employment, local government educational services experienced the largest gain from the
previous month, adding 1,200 jobs. However, as compared to the previous year, the industry experienced growth of 100 jobs, or less
than a 1 percent increase. Construction employment, while a loss of 200 jobs since January, has experienced the largest change
from the previous year, increasing 11 percent, or 1,600 jobs.

The retail industry saw the largest decline from the previous month, losing 600 jobs or 1.6 percent. This change nearly matches the
year-over-year change of -500. m

Until next month, Northwest Indiana
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