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Latest market data figures were released by the Department of Workforce
Development for March 2019 and reflect changes since January 2019.

Unemployment Rate roseto 6.1%

Labor Force increased by 5,091

Employment increased by 2,234

Leisure and Hospitality

Largest Gain 0

Professional and Business Services

Largest Decline .
-200 jobs

NWI Labor Force Size Unemployment Rate 2017-2018
Indiana vs. NWI

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2015 2016 ==———2017 2018 2019

Mar 2019 Feb 2019 Jan 2018 Mar 2018 Change
Month Year
Labor Force 415,936 410,845 410,243 406,392 5,091 9,544
Employed 390,382 388,148 387,954 386,042 2,234 4,340
Unemployed 25,554 22,697 22,289 20,350 2,857 5,204

The latest data for Northwest Indiana (March 2019) shows that our region has continued to grow its workforce. Northwest Indiana's labor
force has grown by 5,091, since February, and nearly 10,000, since the same time one year ago. Northwest Indiana’s labor force is larger than
any month in the last 5 years, including summer months which employ more seasonal workers.

This increase in the labor force is wonderful news for our Region. It suggests that those who have been outside of the labor force are
reengaging, allowing our employers to access a deeper talent pool while allowing more people to reap the benefits of our regional economy.
It is important to note, however, that hiring in Northwest Indiana did not keep pace with these new labor market entrants in March, pushing
our regional unemployment rate up to 6.1%. We risk losing these new workers if they are not able to find jobs.

Looking more closely at industry employment, the leisure and hospitality industry experienced the largest gain from the previous month,
adding 1,000 jobs. However, as compared to the previous year, the industry experienced a loss of 100 jobs, or less than a 1 percent decrease.
Construction employment also experienced a large increase (900 jobs) from the previous month and has grown by 8.5% from last year.

The professional and business services industry saw the largest decline from the previous month, and was only one of two industries to
experience a decline. Employment in this industry declined by 200, or less than 1%.
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Center of Workforce Innovations and Executive Data source: Indiana Department of Workforce Development via Hoosiers by the Numbers.

Staff to the Northwest Indiana Workforce Board For more labor market information, contact the research department at the Center of

Workforce Innovations at 219-462-2940 or visit www.innovativeworkforce.com.



